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PREFACE.

Ix submitting to the public what will probably be
my last work of History, I may be permitted to say
a few words in regard to the plan I have pursued in
writing it; and to notice some omissions, which
might reasonably be considered as the effect of care-
lessness, if the causes which induced me to make
them were not explained. The struggle between
France and England, which began with the unjust
pretensions of Edward III. to the crown of the
former country, naturally divides itself into four
great acts. 'The first comprises the Gallic conquests
. of Edward and his son; the second, the cunning

.and gradual, but bold and masterly, recovery of his
alienated territory, by Charles V. of France; the
third, the re-conquest of nearly the whole of the dis-
puted country by Henry V. of England; and the
fourth, the expulsion of the invaders by Charles VII.
It was my wish to give a sketch of the first of these
epochs, which began and concluded in the space
of time embraced by the life of Edward the Black
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Prince. In pursuit of this object, it was open to
me, either to notice particularly the affairs of Scot-
land and Ireland, or to pass over the latter country en-
tirely, and only to refer to those events in the history
of the former, which affected the immediate subject
of my labours. I determined on the latter course,
as I found that the work, with all the critical in-
quiries into particular facts which it behoved me to
institute, might extend to a size likely to try the
patience of the public, without the admission of any
extraneous matter.

In the course of investigation, a number of errors
in the former histories of this epoch were, as may
well be supposed, rendered apparent : but the fact of
having detected numerous faults in other writers
upon the same subject, has inspired me with any
thing but great confidence in my own work. I have,
it is true, spared no pains, I have spared no reason-
able expense, to discover and obtain correct sources
of information; and during five years, which the
manuscript has lain by me since it was first written,
I have made many alterations, and, 1" trust, some
improvements. I have put forth nothing without
much consideration ; and I have not suffered any pe-
culiar fondness for particular theories to prevent me
from sacrificing my opinions, whenever I have had
good reasons for believing them to be erroneous.
Nevertheless, I well know that, till the great mass of
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urbanity, had accidentally pointed out to me, with-
out, I believe, knowing my pursuits, several sources of
information in his native country; but, after spending
some time in Ghent, I quitted it, disappointed, and
as ignorant as I went. 'The book then proceeded on
the authorities I had before possessed, and was partly
printed, when a lingering hope of better success, to-
gether with doubts that I could not shake off regard-
ing the accuracy of various details, led me torevisit that
city, where, by the kind attention of Monsieur Voisin
and the celebrated Cornelissen, I at length obtained
information that led me to cancel several sheets, which
had unfortunately gone through the press. The
same has been the case in other parts of the work;
and I have not the slightest doubt that, could I
arrive at the original documents, by which the facts
of history can alone be clearly established, I should
still find much that would require alteration.

In regard to the more modern histories relating to
the period of which I have treated, I have read almost
every thing, I believe, that has been written ; and in
many instances it will be found that I have entirely
differed from authors of very good repute. In some
cases, where the point was of importance, I have
stated my reasons, and referred to what has been
said on the other side of the question. I have almost
always given my authorities upon matters in regard
to which there could be any doubt, and have some-
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sources of information, I feel myself deeply indebted,
and am proud to acknowledge it in this place. To

Lord Polwarth, Lord Strangford, and many other
gentlemen, especially those in whose hands the ar-
chives of the city of London are deposited, I have
also to return my thanks for much kindness in the
course of my labours upon this history. Though
for those labours I anticipate no very great success,
yet I am well pleased that they have been undertaken
and completed ; and only trust that they may not be
found altogether unworthy of the kindness of those
who have watched their progress with interest.
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THE

HISTORY

OF

EDWARD THE BLACK PRINCE.

INTRODUCTION.

GENERAL SKETCH OF THE RELATIVE STATE OF ENGLAND, FRANCE,
AND THE EMPIRE, IN THE EARLY PART OF THE FOURTEENTH
CENTURY.

THAT great men make opportunities, is one of the
most common aphorisms of human vanity; but the
history of every age and of every country affords
sufficient proof, that the circumstances under which
each individual is placed have as much influence
upon his fate and conduct as the qualities of his
mind and heart. Events, indeed, are seldom so
adverse, that a man of real genius or pre-eminent
virtue cannot, at some period of his life, find occasion
to break through the petty crowd, and take his
station amongst the great; but the annals of the
world evince that few, if any, of those who have
climbed to the highest pinnacles of fame, have not,
VOL. I. B




2 THE HISTORY OF

at some point in their career, been peculiarly favoured
by opportunity. True it is, that the most hopeful
means afford, to the fool, the coward, or the slug-
gard, but opportunity of displaying defects ; yet still,
without some happy opening, energy can never clear
the way through all impediments, and genius, with
all his wings, can never soar above the prison
walls of circumstance. The events which take place
around us, and the mind which 1s within, act and re-
act upon each other; and these two causes, some-
times opposing, sometimes facilitating one another,
according to the all-wise will of Him who alone sees
the ultimate result, work out the destiny of each in-
telligent creature.

There can be no doubt that, born at any epoch, or
placed in any situation, Edward the Black Prince
would have displayed the talents that command re-
spect, and the virtues that endear the possessor ; but
they might have been restricted to the decoration of
private life, had they not received a more splendid
developement from his proximity to a throne. Nor
were the circumstances of his birth or of his rank the
only concurrents which placed within his grasp an
immortal reputation ; but the circumstances, also, of
his times, his nation, and his family, were precisely
those best calculated to call forth the qualities with
which God had endowed him as an individual. His
history, therefore, may be said to commence before
his birth, and the actions of others must not be con-
sidered irrelevant, when they prepared the way for
bis own. At the same time, the state of society in
which he lived, and the condition of the countries in
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which his principal actions were performed, are not
unworthy of consideration, as the peculiarities of each
materially affected his own fate. I shall, accordingly,
pause for a moment, to make a few preliminary ob-
servations upon the political and religious system of
Europe at that period ; and shall endeavour, by no-
ticing several of the differences which existed in the
circumstances of France, Germany, and England, to
point out some of the causes which contributed to
produce the great military advantages that the latter
country obtained during the reign of Edward I111.

About the period in which Edward the Black
Prince flourished, there existed that degree of rest-
lessness and agitation in the minds of men, which 1s
generally a prognostic of some great change in the
state of society. Various efforts were made by per-
sons of the most opposite classes and characters, and
by the most opposite means and directions, to shake
many old institutions, and to tear up many deeply
rooted prejudices, although the result proved that the
human mind — the soil in which such institutions
and prejudices were founded and planted — was by
no means prepared for their destruction.

It is evident that before a complete, though be-
neficial, alteration can ever be effected in any of
the great establishments of society, it must be called
for most strongly by an equal change in the circum-
stances of man. He must have become infinitely
better, wiser, nobler, increased in numbers, or -ele-
vated in powers, since those establishments were

framed ; he must, in short, have undergone some
B 2
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of the immense variations which are continually oc-
curring in his situation and attributes, before any per-
manent amelioration can be effected in his institutions.
Nevertheless, it generally happens that, long before
the progress of the human race will bear the change
which it ultimately works out for itself, there start up
spirits who forestal the age, and endeavour to hurry
forward mankind to the object towards which they see
it tending. Not a few of such spirits arose in the
course of the fourteenth century, and it is not at all
improbable that their efforts shook the fabric which
they were not able to overthrow ; but it will be evi-
dent to any one who fixes his eyes upon the picture
that historians, satirists, and moralists have left of
the human mind at this epoch, that though many
persons of superior intellect existed both in the higher
and the lower ranks of life, society in general was not
at all prepared to yield at once the abuses of the feudal

system, or to cast away the superstitions which had
crept into the Roman church.

In almost every country in Europe, the feudal
system was already on the decline. In England it
had suffered most, and in Germany, perhaps, least ;
but in every land its own inherent defects, and the
vices of the nobles, supplied a plentiful germ of
decay ; while the admission of the free communes
showed an anomaly in its constitution, and a step
towards its fall. Nevertheless, it had still to support
it habit, possession, military skill, and the spirit of
chivalry; while the paucity and the smallness of the
cities, and the brutal ignorance of the commons in
every country, with the exception of England, evinced
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that the lower classes themselves were as yet incapable
either of effecting with power, or employing with
moderation, a change in their institutions.

In regard to the Roman church, though the
thunders of the Apostolic See were not quite so tre-
mendous as they once had been *, and though several
recorded instances of successful resistance formed
precedents for future opposition, yet the immortal
policy of the Ecclesiastical State was so much more
refined than that of any other European court, that

prudence, supported by the ignorance of opponents,
still supplied, in an extraordinary degree, the want

of real power. Nor was society prepared for a change
in ecclesiastical "affairs ;- for if we but look to the

trials of the Templars, the massacres of the Jews and
leperst, and the barbarous executions which not un-

* The clear and judicious Mosheim traces the decline of the papal
power to the period of the bold though barbarous resistance of Philip
the Fair to the arrogant pretensions of Boniface VIII. A severe blow,
however, had been given to the authority of the Popes by the bitter
contempt with which they had been treated by the Emperor Frederic.

4 We find recorded by the continuators of William of Nangis the fact
of two or three unhappy wretches having been burnt alive, in the year
1322, for burying a black cat in a box ; and a little earlier, the follow-
ing horrible details are given concerning the massacres of the lepers and
the Jews : —

“ In the year of our Lord 1321, the King of France visited carefully
the parts of Poitou, which he held of his father by hereditary right,
and he had resolved, they say, to remain there long, when, towards the
festival of St. John the Baptist, the public report reached his ears, that
throughout all Aquitaine the springs and the wells either were, or soon
would be, infected with poison by a great number of lepers. Many of
these lepers, acknowledging their crime, had been already condemned
to death and burnt in Upper Aquitaine. Their design was, as they
avowed in the midst of the flames, in spreading poison every where, to
destroy all the Christians, or at least to render them lepers like them-
selves; and they sought to spread so great an evil over all France and

B 3
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frequently followed the frivolities of scholastic dis-

Germany. Various different causes were assigned for these things by
various people ; but the best founded, and most commonly adopted, was
this which follows. The King of Grenada, afflicted at having been so
frequently defeated by the Christians, and especially by the uncle of
the King of Castile, of whom we have spoken before, and not being
able to avenge himself by force of arms, sought to accomplish his
purpose by villany. For this reason, it is said, he held a meeting with
the Jews, to endeavour by their means to destroy the whole of
Christendom by some charm, and offered them innumerable sums of
money. They promised him to invent a charm, saying that they could
by no means execute it themselves, because the Christians suspected
them; but that the lepers, who were in continual communication with
the Christians, could very easily accomplish the charm, by casting the
poison into all the springs and wells. On this account, the Jews
baving called together the principal lepers, these last, by the intervention
of the devil, were so seduced by their deceitful suggestions that, after
having abjured the catholic faith, and, horrible to hear, pounded and
mixed the body of Christ in these mortal poisons, as many of the
lepers ultimately confessed, consented to execute the charm. The
principal lepers, having met together from all parts of Christendom,
established four general assemblies; and there was not a noble lazar
house, as some of the lepers have since acknowledged, from which
some one was not present at these assemblies, to inform the rest what
was done there, with the exception of the two lazar houses in England.
By the persuasion of the devil, served by the Jews in these assemblies
of lepers, the principal amongst them said to the others, that, as their
leprosy made them appear to the Christians vile, abject, and unworthy
of any consideration, it was perfectly justifiable in them to cause the
Christians to die or become covered with leprosy like themselves, so
that, when all were lepers, none would be despised. .

An edict of the kmg on the subject of the lepers declared that the
guilty should be given to the flames, and the rest confined for ever in
the lazar houses; and that, if any leprous woman was found with child,
she should be preserved till she was delivered, and then burned. The
Jews also were burned in some countries, especially in Aquitaine. In
the bailiwick of Tours, at a castle called Chinon, an immense pit was
dug, and a great fire having been lighted in it, there were burned in a
single day one hundred and sixty Jews of both sexes. Many of them,
both men and women, sung as if invited to a wedding, and sprang of
themselves into the pit; and many widows threw their own children
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putation *, we shall find that priest and lawyer, noble
and commoner alike, were still imbued with the same
dark and gloomy superstition ; and that these who
dreamed of purer systems, or of better things, were
only the few whose minds outstripped the age.
Real power, however, was beginning to make itself
felt, occasionally, in opposition to the ideal authority
of the church; and while the spiritual dogmas of
the Roman See were treated with reverence and re-
ceived as law, its judicial rule and temporal dominion
had, from time to time, to encounter many a potent !
adversary amongst the crowned heads of Europe. In
order to maintain themselves against these enemies,
the popes were under the necessity of having recourse
to the friendship of other princes; and, amongst the
incessant contentions of a warlike age, powerful sup-
port was always to be found when required by the
pontiffs. At the same time it is clear, that the allies
and supporters of the Roman church learned the
secret of its weakness by its frequent applications for ,
assistance, and were taught to despise its threats when |
they found it convenient to resist its authority. |

into the fire, for fear they should be torn from them, and baptized by ‘
the Christians and nobles present at the execution.” |

Such was the dreadful state of superstition and barbarism in which ;.
Europe was plunged at the beginning of the fourteenth century. [

* A number of persons were burnt as heretics about this time, for |
the crime of declaring that our Saviour had been, in this world, possessed
of property. The particulars of the dispute are too indecent and sacri-
legious, to bear recapitulation with either pleasure or advantage to any
one,

B 4
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One of the most formidable opponents which the
bishops of Rome had as yet encountered was Louis of
Bavaria, who occupied the Imperial throne at the
accession of Edward III. to the crown of England.
Elected Emperor in 1814, by a majority of the
electors, he soon saw himself opposed in arms by the
unsuccessful candidate, Frederic, Duke of Austria;
but, after a severe struggle, succeeded in making his
title good with the sword. All his first acts, how-
ever, showed a determination to check the encroach-
ing spirit of the Apostolic See: he proceeded to
exercise the authority of emperor without the papal
approbation ; denied the right of the pontiffs to in-
terfere in the Imperial election; invaded Italy,
created an Anti-pope, and scoffed at the anathemas of
Avignon.

Although the most considerable portion of Europe
remained docile to the injunctions of the Holy See,
and the Pope rested secure upon the bosom of France,
at that time the favourite child of the church; yet
the spectacle of one of the greatest monarchs of the
age — whether considered in regard to dominion or
talent —ruling powerfully in absolute contempt of the
ecclesiastical authority, was, of course, not lost upon
contemporary sovereigns.  Its effect upon other
countries does not require to be noticed here more
particularly; and the consequences which followed, in
regard to England, both from the fact of the Em-
peror’s enmity towards the church, and from the
precedent of resistance which his conduct afforded,
will be traced at large hereafter. Such, however, at
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the accession of Edward III., was the situation of
the empire in its relations with the Roman See. It
was governed by a talented, courageous, contuma-
cious, and excommunicated monarch; many of whose
vassals would willingly have made his quarrel with
the Pope an excuse for rebellion, had they not already
suffered from the power of chastisement afforded him
by his great military abilities.

. In comparing the sources of power which at that
time existed in Germany, France, and England, it
must be remembered that, in geographical position
and territorial extent, the empire, in the fourteenth
century, occupied a space very different from that
which it filled in Europe at the time of its overthrow
by the Emperor Napoleon. The frontier provinces
of almost all feudal states were portioned out amongst
a number of great vassals, whose dependence upon
their sovereign was very limited in itself, and very
insecure in its duration. Such was more particularly
the case with the empire, from various peculiarities in
its constitution as a state ; and, scattered mn an 1r-
regular line along the boundaries of the great neigh-
bouring kingdom of France, lay the fiefs of many
powerful feudatories, whose subjection to the Emperor
was more nominal than real. The greater part of
Lorraine and Alsace, and the whole of Belgium, were
divided into dukedoms, counties, and marquisates,
over each of which either the Emperor or the King of
France claimed the right of sovereignty : although the
frontiers were seldom well defined, the right was very
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often doubtful, and the vassal was frequently arrayed
in arms against his lord.

In this last respect, indeed, the law of feudal go-
vernment was very loose. 'Theright of armed resist-
ance to the sovereign was recognised in many cases ;
but, as the express circumstances in which the appeal
to force against the highest authority in the state was
justifiable in the vassal, cannot be clearly established,
it would seem that, in this, as in many other instances,
the power to render the opposition successful, le-
galised the fact.

In Germany, however, the diets of the empire,
and in France the King’s Court of Peers, might have
afforded a competent tribunal for the decision of all
difficult points of feudal jurisprudence ; and it would
seem, at first sight, that judges who were the equals
of the vassal would be naturally disposed to guard
his privileges, inasmuch as they participated in the
rights which they defended. But, in a dark state of
society, future interests, even of great importance,
are seldom suffered to counterbalance immediate ad-
vantages ; and we find continued evidence to prove
that the influence of the sovereigns who presided in
the German diet and the French court of Peers — the
fear of their power or the desire of their favour, —
frequently outweighed, in the minds of the members
composing those assemblies, the care of remote rights,
or the apprehension of contingent dangers.

An elective empire, though, perhaps, more cal-
culated for durability, can seldom be so actively
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king, in common with all feudal monarchs, held
but a very limited jurisdiction even over a great
part of that portion of EKurope which acknowledged
his dominion. In the south, the kingdom of Ara-
gon, however nearly allied to the neighbouring pe-
ninsula, stretched beyond its natural frontier of the
Pyrenees, and encroached severely upon France it-
self ; while in the north, the German empire reached
and comprehended the city of Cambray. In the
south-west lay the duchy of Aquitaine, one of the
richest provinces of Gaul, claimed as a whole, and
possessed in greater part, by the Plantagenet mon-
archs of England. Klanders and Hainault, though
doing homage to the French crown, were but nomi-
nally its subjects; and Burgundy and Champagne
appeared on all occasions more as allies than vassals.
Britany, too, possessed a prince, whose obedience
was always doubtful ; and Auvergne, with a wide
range of territory, was subject to its own Dauphin.
In the enumeration of those provinces which were
thus loosely attached to the true realm of France,
the city and small adjacent domain of Avignon
would not deserve notice, had it not been at that
time the seat of the Roman pontiffs. It did not,
however, become absolutely the property of the popes
till the year 1348 *, before which period it formed a

* Much obscurity hangs over the transaction which conveyed the
city of Avignon to the Holy See. It was certainly sold to the popes
by Joan, Countess of Provence; but many writers contend, first, that
the money was never paid, and, secondly, that Joan, then a minor, and
strictly prohibited by the will of her grandfather, in right of which she
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part of the county of Provence, another great fief of
the French crown.

Such were some of the peculiarities of situation
affecting the two great continental powers in the be-
ginning of the fourteenth century; and from the fore-
going facts it will appear, that though France was
. decidedly more capable of general and rapid military
exertions than the empire, yet each was encumbered
with its particular difficulties, incident to the nature
of its government and its constitution as a state.

The situation of England was very different, and
the great advantages which its institutions gave it
over both France and Germany, may be "traced con-
tinually in the events about to be related. Various
circumstances combined to render the feudal system,
as established in this island, a much more manageable
machine in the hands of an English monarch than it
ever appeared on the Continent. In France that
system had originated, had extended, and had arrived
at maturity amongst a people by whom it was adopted
almost universally. There, all its involutions, from
the monarch, through a number of inferior grades,
down to the serf attached to the glebe he ploughed,
were complete and unbroken by any discrepancy but
the existence of the communes, and a few rare in-
stances of lands held by free tenure.

claimed the territory, from alienating any part of it, could not legally
effect such a sale. The popes, however, remained in possession to a
very late period.

The republican form of municipal government which existed in this
city during the middle ages, offering a strange anomaly in the feudal
system, is worthy the attention of antiquaries.

-t o=
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In Germany, too, the feudal system had been early
introduced ; but modified in some degree, and de-
prived of many of the good points which rendered
it the best institution that could be adapted to
chivalrous times, it still continued to act through-
out the empire with great and mischievous vigour.
To England, on the contrary, it was carried by the
Normans, — men to whose own manners it was
naturally extraneous*, and who, In conquering a
nation certainly not less civilised than themselves,
gradually adopted many of the establishments, and re-
tained a considerable portion of the laws, they found
in existence. Normandy became a dependence upon
England, not England upon Normandy; and the
conquerors received rather than destroyed the insti-
tutions of the conquered. Thus, in England, the
feudal system did not grow up by degrees, but was
fixed as a graft upon another tree ; and while all the
establishments with which it was now mingled,
tended to modify and to soften it, the very sudden-
ness of its introduction at the Conquest did not admit
of its introduction as a whole. The general division
of the territory acquired by William amongst his
followers, though it created a powerful body of
feudal nobility, cut off that higher class of princely

® ] take it for granted, that even those who believe the institutions
of chivalry to have been derived from the Danes and Normans, will not
contend that the feudal system, which had its regular developement
amongst the Franks, from its germ in their early tribes, before the fall
of Rome, to the period when the first spots of decay appeared upon its
full perfection in the times of Philip Augustus, is also to be traced to
the same source.
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feudatories who, in France and Germany, opposed
and often governed their sovereign; and the great
mass of the nation also — consisting of the Saxon
the Danish and the British population, and com.
prising the yeoman, the franklin *, and the burgess —
offered classes of people, who, with the exception of the
burghers, were totally unknown upon the Continent,
and whose numbers, industry, corporeal vigour, and
aggregate wealth rendered their influence consider-
able, and their will of weight.

Time also had contributed to give this class im-
portance ; for long before the accession of Ed-
ward III., the Norman power in England had lost
much of its predominance, and the Saxon had risen
from its depression. A great amalgamation, too, of
the nations had taken place, and national hatred was
forgotten. 'The Norman barons, in wringing Magna
Charta from the hands of a weak and vicious king,
had done more for the ultimate liberties of the Saxon
people than for their own peculiar privileges.. With
wealth following industry, the power of the commons
had been constantly increasing, and in their influence a
prudent monarch might always obtain a sure support.

We find, therefore, that in England, nothing like
an unmixed system of feudal government existed ;
and the Norman aristocracy, though often turbulent
and unruly in the time of peace, though ever ob-

* The yeomanry Bacon defines “ the middle people between the gen-
tlemen and the cottagers;” and the word franklin I believe to signify
a person possessing freehold property under the value of a knight’s fee :
but I speak with doubt.
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noxious to a tyrannical, and unsparing to a weak
sovereign, were both more ready, at their monarch’s
call, to take the field, and more ready to obey him in
it, than the vassals of any other crown in Christen-
dom.

Nor was this all : besides his feudal followers, the
King of England could always call forth a body of
men unparalleled in wmilitary capabilities; namely,
the English peasantry, who, combining, in an extra-
ordinary degree, intelligence with subordination, active
energy with unconquerable courage, have continually
supplied a force more disposable and more service-
able than any other of which history has preserved
the record.

Amongst other advantages possessed by England,
her insular position is never to be forgotten; but,
unfortunately for the views of some of our greatest
monarchs, the presence of an internal enemy in the
kingdom of Scotland neutralised, during many cen-
turies, all the benefits of geographical situation.
Of this weak point in the circumstances of the En-
glish king, the monarchs of France were actively
aware ; and through the course of the long rivalry
between the two countries, from the days of Richard
Coeur de Lion to the accession of James I., they
may be said to have fought the sovereigns of Eng-
land as much with the troops of Scotland as with
those of France. Taking all these facts into consi-
deration, and remembering that in territorial extent
and numerical force England was ver far inferior to
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either France or the empire, we shall have a general
idea of the relative capabilities of each, and may
perceive by what means the kings of England, when
aided by talent and courage, were enabled to wield
less resources with greater success than attended the
efforts of neighbouring monarchs.

VOL. I. C
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CHAPTER I

THE DEPOSITION OF EDWARD 1I.,— ISABELLA AND MORTIMER, —
MARRIAGE OF EDWARD III, TO PHILIPPA OF HAINAULT.— DEATH
OF CHARLES LE BEL.— CONTEST FOR THE REGENCY OF FRANCE.
~— ACCESSION OF PHILIP OF VALOIS.—HIS EXPEDITION AGAINST
THE FLEMINGS,— HE DEMANDS HOMAGE OF EDWARD IIl, FOR
ACQUITAINE, ETC. — EDWARD DOES HOMAGE.— BIRTH OF ED-
WARD THE BLACK PRINCE.

HAavinGg said thus much upon the state of Europe
in general at the birth of Edward the Black Prince,
I shall now turn to notice more particularly the
situation of England at that time, as the various oc-
currences which took place immediately previous to
his entrance into life, added new peculiarities to the
circumstances of the country, and laid the foundation
of those wars which called forth some of the most
shining qualities in his nature.

A few words, however, will be sufficient to give
some idea of the events that preceded the marriage
of Edward III. with Philippa of Hainault; from
which union, as its first fruits, sprang Edward Prince
of Wales, commonly denominated the Black Prince.
The indolent weakness of the favourite-governed
Edward II. ; the turbulent idleness of the English
barons, and the vicious ambition of the Queen,
Isabella of France, shook the English throne, and







20 THE HISTORY OF

ploring his calamities with far more deep-felt sym-
pathy than popular bodies evince upon other occasions.
The young King had already displayed a warlike dis-
position, and his people’s partiality saw therein the
presage of warlike abilities. All other kingly qua-
lities still remained to be tried ; but expectation, which
generally outdoes fulfilment, only rendered justice to
Edward III. in anticipating future greatness.

Between France and England, as much harmony
subsisted, as had existed for many years, although
disputes productive of no important result were taking
place continually between the subjects of the two
countries upon the frontiers of Acquitaine. Charles
le Bel, the uncle of the English monarch, still sat
upon the throne of France ; and though the want of
lineage by either of his first wives had for some time
opened a prospect of future dissensions in France,
towards the end of the year 1827, the announce-
ment that Joan of Evreux, his last queen, had be-
come pregnant, silenced the hopes of contingent
claimants to the French crown, and removed the ap-
prehensions of the people.

Such was the state of England and France when
ambassadors were sent from Edward III. to demand
the hand of one of the daughters of William the
Good, Count of Hainault. Whether a prior.arrange-
ment to that effect had been entered into at the time
of the visit of Edward and Isabella to the court of
Valenciennes, in the year 1826, is not clearly ascer-
tained ; but the demand of the English monarch was
received as an honour, and acceded to immediately, by
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the lord of a small territory in Belgium. The
English people received the announcement of the ap-
proaching marriage of their young monarch to the
daughter of the Count of Hainault, with joyful ac-
clamations, although they had shown the most in-
veterate hatred to the Hainaulters, who had been
brought over by Isabella to serve with the English
forces, and although the alliance itself had been
planned and carried into execution by a woman they
contemned and abhorred. So far, indeed, from ex-
tending their detestation of Isabella to her som, it
seems probable that they regarded him as in some
degree sharing the same oppression under which they
themselves suffered ; and at all events, it is very evident
that popular affection and support were ready as a
basis for his power, whenever Edward chose to shake
off the trammels of his mother and her paramour.
Each step towards manhood gave a nearer prospect of
such a result ; and his approaching marriage afforded
the best hope that he would soon wrest the government
from the hands of an upstart minion and a vicious
though talented woman.

The year 1327 had nearly reached its conclusion,
when Philippa of Hainault, one of the most amiable
women that ever filled a throne, set out from her
native land, at the tender age of fourteen, to become
the wife of a great king, and the queen of a powerful
nation. Beautiful in person, as well as amiable in
mind, she might well calculate upon being received
with tenderness and admiration, but various in-

stances of unworthy caprice had made the minor
c 3

- e e ——
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princes of Europe cautious in bestowing their daugh-
ters upon more powerful sovereigns, without some
better security for their reception at a distant court
than princely courtesy and good faith. It had thus,
probably, become a custom, when one prince de-
manded the daughter of another, to render the alliance
inviolable by celebrating the marriage ceremony be-
tween a sufficient proxy on the part of the future
bridegroom, and the bride in person, ere she was per-
mitted to set out for the dominions of her husband.
All * these precautions had been taken by the relations
of the young Queen; and to guard against eccle-
siastical interference or censure, all objections which
might arise from some distant relationship between
the parties, were nullified by a dispensation from the
Pope.t The society of friends and relations consoled
and supported the princess in her first separation
from her parents 1, and in her first acquaintance with
new scenes and new duties ; and the honest joy and
thundering acclamations of her husband’s subjects
cheered her reception and welcomed her to their
shores.

® Barnes. Froissart, cap. 46.

+ Rymer.

T The silence of Froissart, and all contemporary historians, makes
it doubtful whether Philippa was accompanied by her father or not.
That he was expected to visit England on the occasion of his daughter’s
marriage is evident, from the fact of a safe conduct having been granted
to him for the purpose, the copy of which is preserved by Rymer; and
from a patent of Edward III. directed to William Clynton, Earl of
Huntingdon, and Bartholomew de Burghersh, Constable of Dover
Castle, commanding them to aid in the conveyance of the Count of
Hainault and his daughter.
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Her uncle, the famous John of Hainault, who
commanded the small force sent with her to England
as her escort, was already familiar with the people and
the country ; and under his guidance she proceeded
from Dover towards London, met and honoured n
every place by the nobles, and cheered by the populace.
Her progress was a long and a joyful triumph ; the ma-
gistrates of the capital * went forth in state to receive
her ; and all the quaint but splendid and costly pa-
geantry in which the age delighted, was lavishly dis-
played at her approach.

From London the young Queen had still to proceed
to York, at which place the court was then assembled.
There, however, she was met in a different manner,
by the love of a young and noble husband, and the
chivalrous display of a military court.

Her coronation took place immediately after her
remarriage T to the monarch in person; and at the
end of three weeks of rejoicing and festivity, her
uncle and his followers left her, while she remained,
with a scanty train of her own countrymen, sepa-
rated for ever from her own country, bidding adieu
to the calm and quiet days of girlhood ; and, by
the short transition of her marriage pomp, passing
to cares, anxieties, and alarms, the heavy duties of
womanhood, and the sleepless watchfulness of a royal
station. Philippa, however, was well calculated to
encounter the fate to which she was called. She
possessed in the strongest degree those qualities which

* Knighton, p. 2552. + 24 January, A.D. 1328.
c 4
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are woman’s characteristic virtues and firmest sup-
porters through life — gentleness, and fortitude. Nor
could her fate, though perhaps not that which-calm
consideration would select, be looked upon as an
evil destiny; for though she knew but little peace,
she enjoyed much happiness, and possessed the noble
privilege of doing good, — a privilege which it is her
best encomium to declare that she appreciated to the
utmost.

The only attendant, distinguished by contemporary
writers from the rest of those whom John of Hain-
ault left to attend upon the young Queen of England,
was one whose after fame and great exploits rendered
the particulars of his youth worthy of more investi-
gation than was generally bestowed in that age upon
the obscure years of any one. This was the famous
Walter de Mauny, lord of the little town of Mauny,
in the diocese of Cambray, whom the early death of
his father, assassinated in (Gascony,.had cast upon the
care of the Count of Hainault. Of a noble.family,
and connected with a sovereign prince, the Count of
Namur, Walter de Mauny, was, nevertheless, sub-
jected to that gradation of service in the palace of
his patron, which all aspirants to the honours of chi-
valry underwent. He had, accordingly, spent several
years as page in the palace at Valenciennes ; and, being
promoted to the rank of Esquire on the marriage of the
Count’s daughter to the English King, was left behind
at the court of Edward, as an honour and advance-
ment, in quality of Ecuyer tranchant, or carver at the
table of the young Queen.
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. The fact, that not even the name of any other
Hainaulter remaining to attend upon Philippa is
mentioned by contemporary historians, would alone
justify the suppesition that but few of her com.
patriots were permitted to continue near her person,
even were we not positively informed that the num-
ber of her countrymen left with her was extremely
small.* Little doubt, indeed, can exist that Isabella,
the Queen-mother, proposed to render her influ-
ence permanent with her son by the insecure po-
licy of governing his young wife; a scheme which
almost all women in her circumstances have at-
tempted, but which has almost always failed, from
the difficulty of persuading a mind that can rule, to
rule for others rather than for itself. The gradual de-
velopement, however, of the young monarch’s talents,
the growing sense of powers of command and energy
of action within his own bosom, and the acquisition
of the most estimable boon of time — experience —
were all silently working the downfall of Isabella’s
power, without the instrumentality of Philippa, who
was, probably, yet too young to mark or to struggle
against the chains with which her mother-in-law was
striving to enthral her.

Had the moral conduct of Isabella been irreproach-
able, and her public acts been directed by great
and noble views, it is not too much to suppose that
her authority would only have ended with her life ;
for Edward himself, in his early years,. repaid his
mother’s affection and care with grateful ‘deference

* Froissart, cap. 46.
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and affection, and showed none of that avidity of
rule which would have led him to snatch the rod of
power from a hand that used it well and wisely. But
various circumstances, by calling upon Edward to
act for himself, taught him his power of doing so ;
and others, by bringing him in near and private
communication with his nobles, opened his eyes in
regard to the conduct of his mother and her para-
mour, and dissolved the magic influence of habitual
deference by the potent countercharm of contempt.

The first event of any great importance which fol-
lowed the marriage of Edward I11. of England with
Isabella of Hainault, was the death of Charles, sur-
named /e Bel, King of France, who, after an illness
of several weeks, expired at Vincennes, on the 1st of
February, 1828*, leaving his Queen, Joan of Evreux,
in a state of pregnancy. It cannot be doubted that
intelligence of his probable dissolution had reached
England prior to that of the event itself, and that
ambassadors had been immediately sent over, in the
name of the English king, to claim the regency of
the realm of France, during the interregnum which
was likely to ensue, on the actual decease of the
dying monarch.

Another candidate for the government of the
kingdom, however, appeared at the same time in the
person of Philip Count of Valois; and although, pre-
vious to the delivery of the Queen, the contest be-
tween these two rivals could only openly refer to the
regency, the award of the French peers was not only

* William of Nangis, Continuat. Froissart, cap. 49. st February,
1328,
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greatly affected, but ultimately decided, by the latent
claims of the two competitors to the crown. It was
not, indeed, absolutely necessary that the decision
should be founded on such a basis; for the Salique
law, by which females were excluded from the throne
of France, did not at all exclude them from the go-
vernment of the kingdom as a delegate during the
minority or incapacity of the male heir. But it was so
evident that, in case the Queen should produce a
daughter, the regent would possess immense advan-
tages over his antagonist in the probable struggle for
dominion, that it could hardly be doubted by any one
that the nomination to the regency would, in fact,
confer the throne itself if it proved vacant.

Both Philip of Valois and Edward 11I. were de-
scended * in a direct line from Philip, the eldest son of
St. Louis; Edward in the third, and Philip in the
second, degree: but the young English monarch
claimed the regency, and ultimately the crown, as next

* T subjoin the pedigree of Philip and Edward, as I find it drawn
out in Barnes.

Philip, King of France,
|

Philip le Bel, King of Charles,
France. C{)flal;‘(fi:f
| I ? | '

1 Phili
Louis le Ps
Hutin. Philip le Charles ésabc;llz,f C{)’g{l(:is()f

Long. leBel. | | Fpiland '

|
Edward III. I
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of kin male to the last King, Charles le Bel, being his
nephew by the mother’s side. The Count of Valois
was obliged to ascend farther up to establish his title,
being nephew, not to the last monarch, but to the last
monarch’s father. The line, however, in his case
was unbroken from male to male ; while in the case
of Edward, his mother, still alive, was undoubtedly
excluded from the throne by her sex. The question
thus became — and a most important question it was
— whether a female could transmit to her male issue
a right from which she was barred by her sex alone.*

A court of Peers was held as soon as the tomb had
closed over the royal dust of the last monarch of the
direct Capetian line ; and we find that keen and
lengthened discussion took place in regard to the
regency of the realm during the interregnum which
must necessarily occur ere the vacancy or occupation
of the throne could be known.t It appears, indeed,
that the investigation of the claims of the two can-
didates was not confined, even in appearance, to the
immediate question ; but that, on the contrary, with
somewhat rude, though perhaps necessary, foresight,
the probability that the Queen would give birth to a
daughter, and the consequences to ensue, were argued
at length.

¢¢ The only question before the Peers,” says one of
the most perspicuous of contemporary writers$, ¢ was,

* This right was technically called the right of representation, and
was in full force in many parts of France by the customary law of the
province. The question, however, had never yet been decided in regard
- to the crown.

+ William of Nangis, Continuat.
1 Continuator of William of Nangis.
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to whom they should confide the government of the
kingdom, as the nearest relative of the late King ;
women in the kingdom of France being incompetent
to ascend the throne in person. The English as-
serted that the government of the realm, and the
throne itself, if the Queen did not give birth to a
male child, would belong to the young Edward, King
of England, as the nearest relation of the last monarch
— he being son to the daughter of Philip le Bel,
and consequently nephew of the late King Charles—
rather than to Philip Count of Valois, who was only
cousin-german to the late King Charles. A great
many persons learned in equity and the canon law
were of this opinion. They affirmed that Isabella,
Queen of England, daughter of Philip le Bel, and
sister of the late Charles, was, indeed, incompetent to
ascend the throne or undertake the government of
the kingdom, not, that by birth she was not the next
of kin to the late King, but on account of her sex.
As soon, however, as one can be produced who is the
nearest relative by birth, and who is competent by
sex to reign — that is to say, who is male — to him falls
the throne and the government. On the other hand,
those of the kingdom of France, indisposed to submit
willingly to the sovereignty of the English, declared,
that if the said son of Isabella possessed any rights
to the throne, he could but derive them from his
mother; and therefore, the mother herself having
no rights, it followed that her son could not have
any either. This opinion being received and approved
by the barons as the best, the government of the
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kingdom was intrusted to Philip Count of Valois,
who was called regent of the realm.”

It would be tedious here to inquire what part
hatred to the English bore in the decision of the
French Peers. Few people will doubt, in the present
day, that that decision was substantially just, and was
the simple and straightforward interpretation of the
law of France which excluded females from the
throne. At that time, however, when scholastic sub-
tleties pervaded both law and religion, many doubts
seem to have existed on the point amongst the
civilians both of France and England ; and there
appears great reason to suppose that the whole influ-
ence of one or two of the most powerful peers, ac-
companied by all the arts of intrigue and faction,
was necessary to fix Philip of Valois firmly in the
government. Amongst the most prominent of his
partisans was his brother-in-law, Robert of Artois,
Count of Beaumont le Roger, a noble of great
possessions and renown, who spared no means to
facilitate the advancement of his relation to the
regency.*

All parties, of course, looked with great anxiety
to the termination of the Queen’s pregnancy, on
which such important interests depended. At length,
on the 1st of April, exactly two months after the
death of her husband, Joan of Evreux was delivered
of a daughter, named afterwards Blanche; and the
Peers of France, without giving any farther attention

* Froissart, cap. 54.
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to the claims of Edward, declared Philip Count of
Valois to be of right King of France.*

The news of the birth of a princess immediately
renewed in England the consideration of Edward’s
claim to the French throne; and in a parliament held
at Northampton 1, his right was publicly discussed, and
means were taken to assert his title by words and
documents, though the country was not in a state to
enforce it by arms. The Bishops of Worcester and
of Coventry were immediately despatched to Paris, to
“protest against the validity of Philip’s nomination,
and to oppose his coronation. The latter ceremony,
however, was probably concluded before their arrival ;
for we find that the parliament of Northampton was
held late in the month of May, and Philip of Valois
was solemnly crowned at Rheims on Trinity Sunday,
which fell on the 29th of that month.

Seated on the throne of France by the voice of
her Peers, Philip of Valois had little cause to fear
the opposition of the disappointed competitor ; and at
ouce to sanctify his authority by a just exercise of
his power, he determined to perform, as the first deed
of his reign, an act which had been neglected by the
preceding King, though it was called for by the abso-
lute duties of a feudal monarch.

St. Louis had strictly laid down that no serf,
vassal, or subject of any feudal lord, could refuse to
perform military service when demanded by his su.-

* If we are to believe Froissart, Charles le Bel had by will appointed
Philip of Valois regent of the kingdom, and, in case the queen should
give birth to a male child, guardian to the infant monarch; but in other
respects had left the question of succession open.

+ May, 1328. Barnes.
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perior, even though he were required to act in open
rebellion to the King himself; but, nevertheless, we
find that the monarch might be called upon by his
feudatories, to aid in compelling their vassals to sub-
jection in case of revolt. The people of Flanders,
always noted for turbulence and discontent, had for
some years been more or less in a state of rebellion
against their Count, one of the feudatories of the
French crown*; and, in the present instance, their
discontent was not without cause. Louis of Crecy,
Count of Flanders, a young and weak prince, suffered

himself to be governed by a favourite, named the
Abbot of Vezelai, between whom and the Flemings
existed a long and hereditary enmity. The citizens of
Cassel, Ypres, and Bruges, raised the standard of re-
volt upon the subject of some unjust and burthensome
taxes, placed at their head a man of rude but powerful
mind, named Nicholas Zonekins, expelled the Count,
and bade defiance even to the power of France.t

The Count of Flanders had wearied the French
monarchs with entreaties, and the first act of Philip
of Valois, in conformity with his duties as a feudal
sovereign, was to march against the revolted subjects
of his vassal. In this expedition his character ap-
pears in a fairer light than, perhaps, in any other event
of his reign.  On the eve of St. Bartholomew he gave
battle to the rebels, who had entrenched themselves in
the neighbourhood of Cassel ; and, after a long and
sanguinary struggle, in which Zonekins was slain,
while performing feats of valour worthy of the most

* Contin. de Nangis. 1 Annales de Flandres.
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chivalrous education, he completely defeated the
Flemings, and leaving 16,000 dead upon the field of
battle, reduced the country to obedience.* Cassel,
we are told, was given up to fire and sword ; but the
moderation of Philip’s conduct throughout the ex-
pedition, and his speech to the Count of Flanders,
would seem to imply that such excesses were not
sanctioned by his authority.

¢¢ Fair cousin,” he said, on leaving Louis of Crecy
once more In possession of his territories, ¢ I was
brought hither by the prayers you have made me. It
may be, nevertheless, that you have yourself given
cause of revolt, by neglecting to render the justice
that you owe to your people ; a matter which I shall
not examine at present. Such an expedition as that
which I have accomplished must put me to great ex-
pense, and I might well claim to be reimbursed by you.
But I hold you free of all; and I yield you your
territories reduced and pacified. Take care, how-
ever, how you bring me a second time on the same
errand. If your bad administration forces me to re-
turn, it will be less for your interests than for my
own.” T

Such an exhibition of vigour and energy as Philip
displayed in the expedition to Flanders, was as politic
by its collateral as by its direct effects. Had the
Count of Flanders profited by the warning he re-
ceived, and remained in command of his native do-

# All the Flemish historians assert that the attack was made by
Zonekins, who nearly obtained possession of the king’s person by sur-
prise. .

.1 Annales de Flandre. L
VOL. 1. D
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minions, a steady and grateful ally was secure to
France upon her weakest frontier ; but at all events,
on the great vassals of the crown, this proof of the
will to protect them while they remained obedient,
and the power to punish them if they proved re-
bellious, could not be lost. Nor could such de-
monstrations of activity and preparation be without
their consequences, in deterring the disappointed
claimant of the French crown from attempting to
wrest it hastily from the head on which it had been
placed ; and Philip of Valois lost no time, after he
had thus exercised his new power, ere he attempted
to wring from Edward of England an act of acqui-
escence in the judgment of the Peers. This could
only be done by summoning the young King to do
homage, according to custom, for the territories
which the English monarchs held in France.

It cannot be doubted, that Philip, in demanding
this act, had fully calculated all the difficulties and
obstructions which opposed themselves to any move-
ments on the part of the English King in prosecution
of his claim to the throme of France ; or, in other
words, that his youth, his inexperience, the weakness
and passions of his mother, the instability of her go-
vernment, and its embarrassments with the Scots,
the disaffection of the English barons, and the ex-
hausted state of England’s pecuniary resources, had
all been considered and counted upon by the King
of France and his counsellors. At the same time it
must be remarked that Philip was in some degree
compelled to enforce the demand which he now urged
pon Edward III. He could not well, without
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bringing his own title into doubt, avoid summoning
the King of England to do homage for Aquitaine,
Ponthieu, and Montreuil, fiefs held absolutely of the
crown of France. His expedition, therefore, came
happily to prove his capability of maintaining his right
at a time when the assertion thereof could not be
avoided ; and as soon as the insurrection in Flanders
was suppressed, he despatched the Lord of Aubigny*
and the Lord of Beausault, together with two famous
civilians, Peter of Massieres and Simon of Orleans, to
claim the homage of the young King of England, and
to persuade him to acquiesce in the demand.t
Although such a proceeding must have been an-
ticipated by the English court, Edward and his
council seem to have been greatly embarrassed by the
first formal summons ; as, in case of refusal, the whole
of the possessions of the crown in France might be
declared forfeited and seized while England was in no
condition to defend them; and in case of acqui-
escence, the fact of doing homage to Philip of Valois
might well be construed as a recognition of his right
to the throne he had assumed. What result bold
counsels might have produced at that moment, cannot
be told ; but the rule of Mortimer and Isabella over
the mind of the young King was yet unshaken, and

* Some manuscripts of Froissart write Ancenis,

+ It is evident that Philip sent two distinct embassies to claim
homage for Aquitaine. His first ambassador was Peter Roger, Abbot
of Fescamp, and afterwards Pope under the name of Clement VI.; but
at what time that prelate visited England I cannot discover, and there-
fore confine myself to the subsequent mission, though the result of
Philip’s previous embassy might in some degree influence his display of
power in the expedition against the Flemings.

D 2
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the timid and unworthy expedient was adopted of
consenting to the bhomage as a public act, while Ed-
ward at the same time, by a private reservation, made
and kept in the secrecy of his council chamber, took
exception to the right of Philip, and declared that
he in no degree yielded his own claim by the deed
be was going to perform.*

This childish piece of dissimulation having been
perpetrated in form, the ambassadors from Philip
were satisfied by a promise that Edward would visit
France as soon, as the affairs of England would per-
mit, and; do. homage for the territories which he held
of the Freach crown. 'The spot appointed for the
ceremony to take place, was the town of Amiens;
and the King of France, rejoicing in the hope of all
dispute being done away in regard to his title to the
throne, summoned the nobility of his realm to in-
crease the splendour of the solemnity, and witness so
important an event. 'The heart of Edward, however,
seems to have burned from the first, at the indignity
t0. which he was about to submit; and his train and
equipage were rendered the more splendid, in order
to veil the degradation under a show of pomp. Three
bishops and twelve Peers were called upon to accom-
pany the King to- France; and the names of Beau-
champ, Bohun, and Plantagenet, Montague, Cobham,
Percy, Nevil, and Mowbray — names deathless in the
annals of war and policy— gave lustre of a higher
kind than rank, or wealth, or station. Besides

* ] am afraid there can be no doubt of this fact. Barnes brings
forward too strong proof of the pitiful evasion he describes, to leave the
matter with any dubiety.
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these, appeared the young Walter de Mauny ; and
with forty knights, and 1000 men at arms, the mon-
arch, having left his brother, John of Eltham, in
England, as custos regni, put to sea for that land
which he was so often to enter as a conqueror.

The journeys of that day were usually performed
on horseback, except when ill health offered an ex-
cuse for the softer conveyance of a litter; and Ed-
ward, whose fleet contained the necessary number of
horses, disembarked his train at Whitesand, and
rode forward to Boulogne. In that city he was met
and welcomed by the Constable of France, and pro-
ceeded in his company to Amiens, where Philip
awaited him, surrounded by a brilliant court, in which
appeared, besides the Dukes of Burgundy, Lorraine,
and Bourbon, the Kings of Bohemia, Navarre, and
Majorca.

It may be doubted whether the splendour of the
court, and the number of persons assembled, were
very gratifying to the young King of England; but
during the space that intervened between his arrival
and the ceremony of the homage, no caress or honour
was spared, which could render the unsavoury act he
was about to perform more palatable to the monarch.

At length the appointed day arrived, and Edward
and Philip appeared together in the cathedral church
of Amiens ; the one to render, and the other to re-
ceive, the homage. Some difficulties, however, now
occurred as to the nature and extent of the act,
which were at length removed by Edward acknow-
ledging that his homage was to be considered as full

D 3
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and complete as that of his predecessors. Neverthe-
less, before he admitted any clear definition of those
general terms, he demanded time to consult the do--
cuments preserved in England on the subject.* In
the mean time, a paper was drawn up by the notaries,
and signed by the witnesses present, containing an
account of what had passed, with the acknowledgment
of the English monarch that the homage he rendered
was to be considered the same as that of his ances-
tors; after which Edward’st hands being placed in

* Rymer, t. ii. part iii. p. 27.

+ All the particulars of this homage have been matter of historical
dispute, although it would seem that the parties concerned did every
thing in their power to transmit it clearly to posterity. Froissart, pro-
bably, wrongly informed by his English friends at a time that they were
endeavouring to do away with all precise record of the event, asserts
that Edward did not place his hands in those of the King of France,
and render the act formally complete. But Rymer has preserved the
formula written down at the time, and signed by names which could not
be attached to a falsehood. It is to the following effect, and sets the
question entirely at rest : —

“ In the name of God, Amen.

“ Know all men, by the tenor of this public instrument, that, present
we notaries public and scriveners, and the witnesses here below
named, came into the presence of the very high and excellent Prince,
our dear Lord Philip, by the grace of God, King of France, and ap-
peared personally the high and noble Prince, my Lord Edward, King
of England, and with him the reverend Father the Bishop of Lincoln,
and many other persons and counsellors, to do his homage for the
duchy of Guyenne and peerage of France, to the said King of France.

“ And then the noble Lord, my Lord Mille de Noyers, who was by the
side of the said King of France, said, on the part of the King of
France, to the said King of England, in this manner.

“ ¢ 8ir, the King does not propose to receive you thus, ashe has said
to your council, for the things that he holds and ought to hold in Gascony
and the Agenois, the which were held and ought to have been held by
the late King Charles, and in regard to which the late King protested
that he did not propose to receive you.’

“ And the said Bishop of Lincoln said and protested for the said
King of England, that by any thing which the King of England, or any
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those of the King of France, Philip kissed him on
the lips, receiving him as Duke of Guyenne, Lord of
Ponthieu and Montreuil, and Peer of France.

one on his part, said or did, he did not intend to renounce any right
that he possessed or ought to possess in the duchy of Guyenne and its
appurtenances; or that thereby any new rights were acquired by the
said King of France.

“ And having thus protested, the said Bishop gave to the noble-
man, the Viscount de Melun, Chamberlain of France, a schedule con-
cerning the said homage, the tenor of which is here under written.

“ And then said the said Chamberlain to the King of England thus :
¢ Sire, You become the man of the King of France, my Lord, for the
duchy of Guyenne and its appurtenances, which you acknowledge to
hold from him, as Duke of Guyenne and Peer of France, according to
the form of peace made between his predecessors, Kings of France, and
yours, according to that which you and your ancestors, Kings of
England and Dukes of Guyenne, have done for the same duchy to his
predecessors, Kings of France.’

“ And then the King said, Yes,

“ And the sajd Chamberlain said afterwards thus :—* And the King of
France, our Lord, receives you with the protestations and reserves above
mentioned.’

“ And the King of France said, Yes.,

“ And then, the hands of the said King of England placed in the hands
of the said King of France, kissed on the mouth the said King of
England.”

The tenor of the schedule, which the said Bishop gave for the King
of England, follows here : —

“¢ 1 become your man for the Duchy of Guyenne and its appur-
tenances, which I admit to hold from you as Duke of Guyenne and
Peer of France, according to the form of peace made between your
predecessors and ours, according to that which our ancestors, Kings of
England and Dukes of Guyenne, have done for the same duchy to your
predecessors, Kings of France.’

“ Done at Amiens, in the choir of the great church, in the year of
Grace one thousand three hundred and twenty-nine, the sixth day of
June, the twelfth Indiction, thirteenth of the government of our most
Holy Father Pope John XXII., present, and to this appealed witnesses,
the reverend Pathers in God, the Bishops of Beauvais, Laon, and Senlis ;
and the high Prince Charles Count of Alengon, my Lord Eudes Duke
of Burgundy, my Lord Louis Duke of Bourbon, my Lord Louis Count

D 4
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The whole conduct of Philip through this unplea-
sant scene, appears to have been dignified and yet
gentle ; and it is not unworthy of remark, that while
supported and counselled by his brother-in-law,
Robert of Artois, the first monarch of the line of
Valois, seems to have acted with a calm propriety of
demeanour, which he often forgot in the latter years
of his reign. It has been asserted, indeed, but appa-
rently without reason, that Philip proposed to seize
the person of the young King after the ceremony *,
and was only prevented from doing so by Edward’s
private departure. The fullest of contemporary his-
torians T, in a work presented not many years after
to the Queen Philippa, declares that the Kings of
France and England passed some time together sub-
sequent to the homage in festivity and recreation, and
parted openly with mutual friendship and good will ;
and a journey which Edward made to France in 1831,
accompanied by only fifteen persons, clearly shows
that he entertained no doubt of the courtesy and
good faith of his brother King.

After the return of the monarch to England, the

of Flanders, my Lord Robert of Artois Count of Beaumont, and the
Count of Armagnac; the Abbots of Cluny and of Corbie, the Lord of
Beaujeu, and Bernard Lord of Albret; Math. de Trye and Robert
Bertrand, Marshals of France: Item, the reverend Father Bishop St.
Davids, Henry Lord Percy, Robert Ufford, Robert de Wasteville,
Robert de Mesville, William de Montague, Gilbert Talbot, John Mal-
travers, Seneschal of the King of England, Geoffrey de Stropt, and
many other witnesses, to this appealed and required.”
* Knighton, col. 2555. n. 10. + Froissart, cap. 52.
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matter of the homage was pursued ; and probably the
unwillingness which Edward evinced to complete it
distinctly by the examination of the records, and the
issuing his lett